THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


LOVeN OF MIDLIs 


Fiscal Year Ending January 31, 1904, 


MILLIS, MASS.: 
G. W. WOOLVETT, Boox AND JOB PRINTER. 
TgO4. 


THE RECORDS 
Or THE 
NINETEENTH MUNICIPAL YEAR 


ENDING JANUARY 31, 1904. 


First MEETING MARCH 


ArvtIcLe 1. ‘To choose a moderator to preside in said 
meeting. 

Albert H. Wheelock elected, and qualified before the 
town clerk. 

ARTICLE 2. To choose a clerk, treasurer, tax coilector. 
three selectmen, three assessors, three overseers of the poor, 
two constables, one auditor, one tree warden, all for one vear- 
one school committee for three years; one trustee of public 
library for three years; one water commissioner for tiiree 
years; one park commissioner for three years, one for two 
years, one for one year; also to vote “Yes” or “No” in 
answer to the question, ‘‘ Shall licenses for the sate of intexi- 
cating liquors be granted in this town.’’ Allof the above to 
be on one ballot. Also to choose all other town offcers. 
The polls will be open at eight o’clock, and may be closed at 
half past one in the afternoon. 

George P. Holbrook and John H. Ingraham acted as 
ballot clerks; Lowell A. Mann and George P. Holbrook were 
tellers, all qualified. Polls closed at 1.45 P.M. Seventy- 
six ballots were cast, which were counted and declared as 


follows :— 
For town clerk: | John H. Ingraham, 66 
Louis LaCroix, 67 | Jeremiah H. Shannon, 77 
For selectinen : For assessors : 
Moses C, Adanis, 68 | Moses C. Adams, jo 


Willard P. Clark, 7 
Louis LaCroix, 7: 


For overseers of poor: 
Fred H. Holland, Jit 72 


Fred Swarman, 73 

Herbert H. Thorne, 68 
For treasurer: 

Evan F. Richardson, 70 
For tax collector : 

J. Clarence Thorne, 61 

Scattering, 
For school counittee | 

(three years) ; 
-Elmer L. Richardson, 64 
E. J. Keith, f Sy) 


For constables (one year): 
Dy. Clarence Thorne, 
john W. Cribbie, 5 
William H. Thorne, 2a 


For trustee of library 
ig (three years): 
| Louis LaCroix, G3 | 


For 
q (three years): 
| Wesley W. Whiting, 


~nieu. 


Water commissioner | 


67 | 
Voted the remaining officers 


For park commissioner 
{three years): 


George G. Hoff, 65 


For park comunissioner 
(two years): 
Samuel H. Frink, 30 
Albert J. Babcock, 26 
Scattering, 4 


For park commissioner 


(cone vear): 


William HH. Thorne, 64 
Scatterine, if 
For tree warden (one 
Louis LaCroix, 63 
Scattering, r 
Mor auditor (one year): 
Edmund F. Lovell, 66 
Scatterirg 3 


Shall licenses be granted for 
the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in this town? 

Wes, 
No, 
be appointed by the select- 


20 
46 


Voted to adjourn to March 16, 1903, at 1.30. P. M. 


Louis LACrorx, 
Town Clerk. 


: 
ADJOURNED ANNUAL MEETING, Mancu 16, Tg03. 


y the moderator at 1.35 P. M. 
a5 clerk pro, tem., and was 


7 


Voted to accept report of selectmen on guide-boards. 

Voted to appropriate $10 to complete erection of guide- 
boards. 

ARTICLE 10. To appropriate money for all necessary 
town expenses for the ensuing year. 

Voted to take each item of this article separately, 


Roads and bridges . r F i « $1,200 00 


Incidentals . “ ‘ . : + 1,000 00 
Poor department . é : * + 1,000 00 
Fire department 500 00 
Interest : : : ; ‘ - 1,675 00 
Debt % : ‘ : + 1,150 00 
Sinking fund é “ ‘ : 5 650 00 
Schools ‘ : 3 = «84500 \00 
Schools extra 4 < . ; b 500 00 
Snow : : : é ‘ 300 00 
Insurance on pumping station 75 00 
Superintendent of schools . ; - A 250 00 
Tree warden “ : R : 3 25 00 


Voted that tree warden expend $20 for trees to be pur- 
chased, $5 for pruning; that pruning be done in August, 
September or October. 


ARTICLE 11. Vosee if the town will appropriate a suf- 
ficient sum of money to engage a competent attorney to get a 
record of all transfers of real estate made to date in the town 
of Millis. 

Voted on motion of J. C. Thorne, that a sufficient sum 
of money be appropriated to cover the expenses of employ- 
ing a competent attorney, to procure a record of the trans- 
fers of real estate in this town as far back as necessary. 


ARTICLE 12. To see if the town will vote to appropriate 
the sum of two hundred dollars for concrete sidewalks ; be. 
ginning at the Railway Station, and running equal distances 
in each direction, as petition by Chas. LaCroix and others, 


Voted to dismiss. ; 


NOVEMBER 3, 1903. 


Result of vote as declared: 
Governor: 

John L. Bates of Boston, Republican, 

Thomas F. Brennan of Salem, Socialis 

Jolin C. Chase of Haverhill, Socialist, 

Oliver W. Cobb of Hasthampton, Prohibit 

William A. Gaston of Boston, Democ 


Lieutenant-Governor: 
John Quincy Adams of Amesbury, Socialist, 
Curtis Guiid, Jr. of Boston, Republican, 
Willian F. Merrill of Malden, Prohibition, 
Richard Olney, 2d of Leicester, Democratic, 
Secretary: 
Olof Bokelund of Worcester, Socialist, 
John F. Coyie of Lynn, Socialist Labor, 
Alfred 1. Cutting of Weston, Prohibition, 
izekicl M. Izekiel of Springfield, Democratic, 
William M. Olin of Boston, Republican, 
Treasurer and Receiyer General: 
John A. Billings of Rockland, Socialist, 
Edward §. Bradford of Springfield, Republican, 


108 


10 


Napoleon B. Johnson of Milford, Prohibition, 2 
Thomas C. Thacher of Yarmouth, Democratic, 33 
Auditor: 
John H. Hagan of Lynn, Socialist Labor, 2 
Joseph Orr of Chicopee, Socialist, 2 
Alfred E. Steele of Northampton, Prohibition, 3 
Francois X. Tetrault of Southbridge, Democratic, 45 
Henry I. Turner of Malden, Republican, of 


Attorney-General: 


John A. Anderson of Gardner, Socialist Labor. I 
William J, Carroll of Lowell, Socialist, 5 
Henry M. Dean of Hyde Park, Prohibition, I 
John J. Flaherty of Gloucester, Democratic, 30 
Henry Parker of Lancaster, Republican, 108 


Councillor—Second District: 
Gustave B. Bates o! incy, Socialist, 2 
Vrederick $. Hall of Taunton, Republican, IIo 
Augustus Hemmenway of Canton, Democratic, 3r 
Senator—Second Norfolk District: 
Albion I. Bemis of Foxborough, Republican, 79 
Sanford lf. Capen of Stoughton, Prohibition, 


I 
John S. lis, Democratic, 72 
Joseph B. Howell of Walpole, Socialist, 2 
Representative in General Court—Ninth Norfolk District: 
Richard Cunningham of Wellesley, Democratic. 
Hyan F. Richardson of Millis, Republican, 
County Comimissioner—Norlolk: 
Daniel H. Coleman of Braintree, Socialist, 3 
James Hewins of Medfield, Democratic, Republican, 124 
Register of Probate and Insolvency—Norfolk County: 
John D. Cobb of Dedham, Democratic, Republican, 124 
Clarence H. Deane of Randolph, Socialist, 3 
Register of Deeds—Norfolk County: 
John H. Burdakin of Dedham, Democratic, 
Republican, 
J. Frank Hayward of Hyde Park, Socialist. 4 


EXPENDITURES UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE 


SELECTMEN. 
Hicuway DEPARTMENT. 
Appropriation for roads and bridges 3 - $1,200 co 
From Commonwealth of Massachusetts street rail- 
way tax. : ¢ 5 z 353 87 


I{XPENDITURES. 


Centre District. 


Paid J. McDonough, labor . =. =§22 00 
J. W. Heath, cies : . : 2 00 
Herbert Frink, labor I 50 
Thorne Bros., drain pipe. + +2040 
Thorne Bros., team . : erect ee’ 
J. McDonough, labor é ; 4.50 
W. J. Heath, labor . d = es 
W. J. Heath, Jr., labor : af 2ORSO 
Ii. F. Richardson, team 3 Se kotor, 
J. C. Brown, team. : - 1 50 


J. C. Thorne, team . r . 2000 


EXPENDITURES UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE 
SELECTMEN. 


HicHway Derartwenr. 


Appropriation for roads and bridges g $1,200 co 
From Commonwealth of Massachusetts street at 
Way tax , 353 37 
31.553 87 
IWXPENDITURES. 
Centre District. 
Paid J. McDonough, iabor ; oe ey 
Te Heath, labor . : 2 et 
Herbert Frink, labor I 50 
Thorne Bros., drain pipe. + 20:40 
Thorne Bros., team , , Bape: 
J. McDonough, labor : - Aso 
W. J. Heath, labor . : ae hy 
W. J. Heath, Jr., labor ‘ eso 
Ix. F. Richardson, team 2 - 16 00 
J. C. Brown, team . F “ I 50 


J.C. Thorne, team . 5 - 2000 


7) 


South District, 


Paid Antone Braun, labor ; - . $8 00 \ 
Frank Braun, labor . i 6 00 
M. Masuire, labor . m ye) Arve? 
Wim. Harrison, labor 5 : 5733 
‘Timothy McCarty, team ; we3ense 
Wy. L. Richardson, team 4 BEL So) 
E. 1,. Richardson, labor and team . 4 60 
¥. L. Richardson, labor and team . 43 2¢ 
G, &. Tingley, team . : S 00 
Timothy McCarty, team : i 20.00 
Antone Braun, labor . % , 9 00 
Frank Braun, labor . z \ 10 00 
Frank Braun, gravel . : 5 9 75 
I,. Simons, labor . eaoRce 
L. Simons, gravel. A F 7 40 
M. Maguire, labor. ‘: : y 00 
E. L. Richardson, team s nD  LONGy 
Thorne Bros., drain pipe. BY he aka 
M. Maguire, labor 3 00 
Antone Braun, labor a 3 00 
Antone Braun, labor 2e3g 
Antone Braun, gravel 2s 
I. Simons : 3 00 
L. Simons, gravel 3 ; * 1 85 
Timothy McCarty, team 8 00 
John Hutchins, team % fi 450 
. L. Richardson, team ‘ s 2 25 
John H. Ingraham, labor . * I 16 
Thorne Bros., drain pipe 1 80 
Good Road Machinery Co. . 9 20 
E. T. Rogers, iron work 4 : 65 

—— _ $299 80 
‘Total expended 2 $1,487 47 


Unexpended balance ‘ 66 40 


ON 


Holbs 


e on hanc 


Dec. I 
ie [ 
[ 


eers of poc 


10 00 


Dp @ 


ERS 


Appr i salut F 5 . $1,000 00 
Sons of T. G. Welch . ‘ 169 00 
State . ‘ 3 £ 5 86 30 
Town of Holliste : 25 45 
Estate of George Morley 4 5 25 00 
‘Yown of Hopkinton . : F 3 30 
Jaines Spellman : 7 = I 50 
= $1,310 55 
I)NPENDITURES. 
THOMAS G. WELCH. 
Paid G. W. Woolvett, board % Z - S169 42 


tT. G. WELCH AND CHILDREN. 


MRS. 
Paid cash 
MRS. L. B. SMITH (HOLLISTON). 
Paid Thorne Bros., coal and wood - é A 9 7a 
LIizZil M. ELWELL. 
Paid Westborough Insane Hospital . ’ . $169 46 


LN NTALS. 
{ Phorn <penses and 

: 1, expenses 00 

( Billings, printin: 2 50 


For the Year Ending January 31st, 1904. 


FIRES DURING 1903. 

Keb. 14. Wood land. 
Mar. 14. Grass fire. 
April rr. Wood land of FE. F. Richardson. 
April rr. Wood land of J. Townsend. 
April 30. Wood land of J. Townsend. 
June 3. Wood land. 

1904. 
Jan. 2. Tfouseof Mrs. J. Herbert Barker, small damage. 


BILLS APPROVED IN 1903. 


Niagara Engine Co. é . $201 25 
J. H. Ingraham, supplies . ci 13 50 
A. M. Waite, rent ; , 28 00 
Rockville Engine Co. . 84 50 
G. P. Simmonds 2 00 
W. P. Frink, steward 27 00 
Nat. Fire Extinguisher Co., supplies 75 00 
ue H. Thorne, labor BO 
. T. Rogers, labor and eapnies 565 
. A. Hutchins, labor i aon 
Chas. LaCroix, labor and supplies 425 
Boston Woven Hose & Rubber Co., 
supplies 4 50 


To January 34st, 1904. 


RECEIPTS. 


Received from M. C. Adams, interest on fund, 


$22 25 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid E. Schroder, $3 00 
D. C. Adams, 9g 00 
R. K. Clark, B15 
Thomas Malloy, 3,00 
FE. LaCroix, 50 
rete lanic, 3 00 
= $22 25 
Received for sale of lots: 
Mr. Mitchell, $10 00 
Henry Irwin, 5 00 
$15 00 


For the commissioners, 
STANLEY A. CLARK, 
J. S. Apams. 


Water rents third quarter, 
cc fourth ** 


& Cr. 
J. 8. Adams, engineer. 
Thome Bros., coal and carting, 
B.W. Fuller, supplies, 
Stanley A. Clark, labor, 
J. M. Herman & Co., oil, 


Deane Steam Pump Co., labor and supplies, 


G. C. Thrasher, wood, 

W. W. Whiting, labor and supplies, 
E. LaCroix, labor and supplies, 
Walworth Mfg. Co., supplies, 
Chas, LaCroix, labor and teaming, 
Water register’s supplies, 

E. F, Richardson, labor and supplies, 
N. Ww, N. H. & H. R. R.; freight, 
Adams Express Co., 

. Water register’s salary, 

Sinking fund deposited, 


Receipts, 
Expenditures, 


Balance, 


$415 68 
426 70 


£2,595 63 


$636 00 
807 og 
5 50 
4i 23 
6 oo 


1 
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ao 
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TRUSTEES 


We recommend the appropriation of the dog tax for the 
coming year, and that the treasurer be authorized to advance 
the sum of $r25 00 in anticipation of same. 


FINANCIAL REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance, $7 03 
Fines and sales of catalogues, i5 00 
Dog licenses refunded, 248 10 
—i $701 23 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid DeWolfe, Fiske & Co., books, $93 63 
Mrs. A. McDonnough, librarian, 50 00 
Mrs. A. McDonnough, expenses, 4 20 
W. P. Clark, insurance, 2293 
C. D. Noyes & Co., magazines, 20 00 
W. M. Hoar, oil, 6 21 I 
H. H. Thorne, books, 5 10 
G. M. Billings, printing, 4 00 
John M. Crane, books, 2 00 | 
A. H. Wheelock, supplies, I 15 
Express, 95 
Balance, 60 06 
a FO za, 


HERBERT H. THORNE, 
‘Treasurer of Trustees. 


os 
a 8 


Dix, H. A. Old Bowen's legacy D 642-1 

Deacon Bradbury D 642 
Dowden, H. Introduction to Shakespeare 820 D 76 
Drury, Maj. W. P. Bearers of the burden D 847 
Kdwards, Amelia B. A thousand miles up the 

Nile 916-2 Tid 9 
ingelhardi, A. \ Russian Province of the 

North orq-7 En 3 
Farner, J. E. Brinton Rliot, from Vale to York- 

town FP 326 


Fleming, T. Round the Capital with Uncle Hank 
; ! 917-33 F 62 
Fos, j., Jr. The little shepherd of Kingdom come F 832-1 


Frost, W. H. mats and folks of Ireland 398 F 62 
Fuller, H. B F 95-1 
Puller, W. O. Wha th nReued to W deshyorsh B 955 


Goodwin, M. W. orice New York 
Griffis, W. E. ‘The American in Holland 4-92 G 87 
Grinnell, G. B. The punishment of the stingy, &c. G 885 
Hains, T. J. ‘he wreck of the Conemaugt Ef 125 
Hale, 8. i. Memories of a hundredyears. 2 vols. 92 H 13 


Hall, Ruth. Boys of Scrooby Hh or4q 
Harben, W.N. ‘The substitute H 219 
Hartner, Eva. Pythia’s pupils; story for girls H 256 
Henderson, A. P. The rainbow’s end, Alaska 917-98 II 38 
Hobbs, J. O. The herb moon H 654 
Holder, C. F. Marvels of animal life 590 H 71 
Hook, S. I. Tittle people and their homes in 

meadows, woods and waters 590 tH 71 
Hornung, E. W. Young blood H 786 
Hurll, E. M. Titian 450) Hi 93. 
Jenks, T. Boys book of explorations 910 J 425 
Jewett, S.O. The Queen’s twin and other stories J 55-7 
Johnson, R. ‘The end of a rainbow A eRe 
Josephus, Flavius. Works, trans. by W. Whiston 933 } 77 
Kenney, M. E. Mothers bedtime tales K 396 


King, Capt. Chas. From school to battlefield K 58-13 


39 


Seelye, E. E. The story of Washington 
Sibley, L. L, The lighthouse village 
Siefert, W. H. ‘The underground railroad 
Smith, F, H. The under dog 


ge W 27-2 
Sim 
973-7 St i 
Sm 58-5 


The fortunes of Oliver Horn Sm 58-6 
Spears, J.R. The fugitive Sp 31 
Stephens, R. N, The Continental dragoon St 44-¢ 
Stockton, F, R. The associate hemnits St 6-16 

The buceaneers and pirates of our coasts St 6-11 
Stuart, R. McK. The story of Babette St 9-2 

Moriah’s mourning St 9-3 
Sweet, S. The Ponkaty branch road Sw 48 
Swettenham, Sir F. A. The Malay (real) 919-1 Sw 4 
Tompkins, E.K. The things that count T 505 
Trowbridge, J.T. Cudjo’s cave Ty752-12 
Tucker, G. F. Your will and how to make it 347 T 74 
Venable, W. H. A dream of empire V 35 


Waddell, Major I. A. Among the Himalayas 915-42 W ty 


Walsh, W. The religious life and influence of 
Queen Victoria 

Walton, I. The complete angier 

Wemer, A. The humour of Holland 83 
The humour of Italy 

White, W. A. Stratagems and spoils 

Whitmarsh, Lieut. H. P. The mysterious voyage 


of the Daphne 
Wiggir, K. D. Penelope's Irish experiences 
Willoughby, H. L. Across the everglades gt 
Wilson, R.R. Washington; its part in the 
history of the nation 9 


Worsfold, W. B. The redemption of Egypt 9 
Wright, M.O. Wabeno, the magician 
The dream fox story book 
Zola Emil. Doctor Pascal 
Louis LaCroix, 
Hersert H. Torys, 


g2 V 667 

799 W 87 
3-37 W 49 
857 W 46 
W 584 


W 397-1 
W 632-3 
7-59 W 68 


73-3 W a9 
16-2 W 85 
W 93-1 
W 93-2 

Z 78 


Trustees of Public Library, 


REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


In presenting our school report, it is with satisfaction 
that we report all bills paid to date. “Our schools have 
now been under the direction of a skilled superintendent long 
enough to show the advantages of that system, and we believe 
them to be better than ever b : 


The recent changes in re-grading the schools and adopt- 
ing a four years’ course in the high school, with the very 
efficient corps of teachers now in our schools, have given our 
pupils advantages which have not been enjoyed before. 
ike pacer se id received from the state enables all the 


seeen ea Hack: are practically ae saine ad- 
vantages the Apis in Re ky aoe and also, that the 
towns-should transport the pupils from both Rockvill 
the North end, who desire high school advantages. 


RECEIPTS FOR SCHOOLS. 


Annual grant, $4,250 00 
From state for superintendent, 416 67 
state for high school, 300 00 
state school fund, 172 39 
M. J. West, books and supplies sold, 9 35 


E. L. Richardson, 2 00 


$5,750 41 
EXPENDITURES FOR ScHOOrs. 
Paid M. J. West, superintendent, $500 00 


42 
FOR TEACHING. 


Paid Miss Lillian E. Shaller, 
Miss Sara A. ‘Thompson, 
Miss Elsa W. Regestien, 
Miss Marguerite Pierce, 
Mrs. Elsie C. Newcombe, 
Miss Edna H. Johnson, 
Miss Susie O. Newhouse, 
Miss Sarah F. Holbrook, 
Miss Mary E. Nelson, 
Miss Lillian Offutt, 

Miss Emily F. Morse, 

J. Therese De Lay, 

Miss Jane A. Manter, 
Miss Alice C. Stone, 
Miss Lena M. Dickinson, 
Miss Ethel Wood, 


CARE OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 
Paid S. H. Frink, 
Miss J. Therese DeLay, 
Miss Jane A. Manter, 
Miss Alice C. Stone, 
Miss Lena M. Dickinson, 


TRANSPORTATION. 
Paid Lemuel Clark, 
FUEL. 
Paid Thorne Bros., coal, 
E. F. Richardson, wood, 
G, C. Tingley, wood, 


43 


: BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 
| Paid Silver, Burdett & Co., $7 07 
Prang Educational Co., T2342 
J. F. Riggs, go 
Cc. FP. Winchester, 14 66 
Chandler & Barber, 4 00 
J. 1. Hammett Co., 77 94 
PD. C. Heath & Co., 12 98 
Gian & Co., 33 97 
Maynard & Merrill, t 59 
Allyn & Bacon, 19 80 
G. W. Woolvett, S$ 25 
Masury, Young & Co., 15 60 
Knott Apparatus Co., 68 75 
Thompson, Brown & Co., 54 So 
Edward E. Babb & Co., 129 10 
Morse & Co., 12 16 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., 1 53 
M. J. West, 25,42 
American Book Co., I 20 
$502 o4 
INCIDENTALS. 

Paid Grange Hall Association, rent, $100 00 
W. P. Clark, insurance, 60 18 
Lillian Offutt, 1 26 

_Charles E. Draper, stock and labor, 18 83 
A. T. Ingley, shades, 4 32 


Miss Emma E. Cook, census 1902 and 1903, 
E. F. Lovell, labor, 

Chandler, Chair & Desk Co.. 

Smith, Anthony & Co., 

G. W. Billings, reports, 

B. W. Fuller, 

Beale Press, printing, 

Norris, Staples & Gould, hardware, 

G. W. Woolvett, printing, 

John A, Richardson, plastering, 
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FOR TEACHING. 


Paid Miss Lillian E, Shaller, 
Miss Sara A. Thompson, 
Miss Elsa W. Regestien, 
Miss Marguerite Pierce, 
Mrs. Elsie C. Newcombe, 
Miss Edna H. Johnson, 
Miss Susie O. Newhouse, 
Miss Sarah F. Holbrook, 
Miss Mary E. Nelson, 
Miss Lillian Offutt, 

Miss Emily F. Morse, 

J. Therese De Lay, 

Miss Jane A. Manter, 
Miss Alice C. Stone, 
Miss Lena M. Dickinson, 
Miss Ethel Wood, 


CARE OF SCHOOL HOUSES, 
Paid S. H. Frink, 
Miss J. Therese DeLay, 
Miss Jane A. Manter, 
Miss Alice C. Stone, 
Miss Lena M. Dickinson, 


TRANSPORTATION. 
Paid Lemuel Clark, 
FUEL. 
Paid Thorne Bros., coal, 
E. F. Richardson, wood, 
G, C. Tingley, wood, 


43 


BOOKS AND SUPPLIES. 
Paid Silver, Burdett & Co., 
Praug Educational Co., 
J. F. Riggs, 

Cc. F. Winchester, 
Chandler & Barber, 

J. lL. Hammett Co., 

D. C. Heath & Co., 

Ginn & Co., 

Maynard & Merrill, 
Allyn & Bacon, 

G. W. Woolvett, 
Masury, Young & Co., 
Knott Apparatus Co., 
‘Thompson, Brown & Co.. 
Edward E. Babb & Co., 
Morse & Co., 

Houghton, Mifflin Co., 
M. J. West, 

American Book Co., 


INCIDENTALS. 
Paid Grange Hall Association, rent, 


W. P. Clark, insurance, 60 18 
Lillian Offutt, 1 26 
_Charles E. Draper, stock and labor, 18 83 
A. T. Ingley, shades, 4 32 


Miss Emma E. Cook, census 1902 and 1903, 
E. F. Lovell, labor, 

Chandler, Chair & Desk Co., 

Smith, Anthony & Co., 

G. W. Billings, reports, 

B. W. Fuller, 

Beale Press, printing, 

Norris, Staples & Gould, hardware, 

G. W. Woolvett, printing, 

John A, Richardson, plastering, 
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47 
HIGH SCHOOL. 

’ By regrading the schools to a system of eight grades 
below the high school, we have established a four-year high 
school course without increasing the number of teachers. At 
the same time, the state pays $300 towards the salary of one 
teacher, the town thus becoming a financial gainer to that 
amount. 

This plan of eight grades has been adopted in many 
towns where there are large high schools, and has some strony 
arguments in its favor. In a town like ours with a small 
high school, it is certainly the best plan. 

Attention is called to the statistics showing nine pupils 
doing high school work in September, 1901, fourteen in Sep- 
tember, rg02, and forty-one in September, 1903. Some of 
this increase may be attributed to the change in grading, but 
if we look further we notice that in September, 1903, there 
were twenty-seven in our schools over fifteen years of age, 
while in September, 1902, there were but seventeen of that 
age. Is it not safe to suppose this last, due to an increased 

educational interest on the part of parents and children ? 
THE GRADE SCHOOLS. 

‘The fact that our lower grade roomsare at times crowded 
is not altogether an evil, as it gives us a chance to keep 
many children from entering school until they are six or 
nearly six years of age. This is in line with the opinions of 
the best educators asthe better age. Children entering with 
the more mature minds of six years usually succeed in doing 
the work of the first grade in one year or less, while a large 
proportion of five-year olds need two years, especially if they 
have not had the advantage of kindergarten training. This 
we are unable to give. 

I strongly advise that new classes be admitted only once 
a year, in the fall, believing that by so'doing, our pupils 
will do the work of the grades and reach the high school in 
much better condition. 

We are also making use of another plan for promotions 
which is favored by our system of having two grades in one 
room. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 


To .THE ScHoor, CoMMITTER oF Minprs -— 


I herewith submit my second annual report. 
Number of pupils enrolled in September, 1902, 
“ ‘ ‘6 1903, 
from September, 1902, 
to January 31, 1903, 
from September, 1903, 
to January 31, 1904, 
Number of boys between the ages of 5 and 15, 
Sept. 1, 1902, 
Number of girls between the ages of 5 and 15. 
Sept. 1, 1902, 


“ 


“er “ 


Total school census September 1, 1902, 

Number of boys between the ages of 5 and 15, 
Sept. 1, 1903, 

Number of girls between the ages of 5 and 15, 
Sept. 1, 1903, 


Total school census September 1, 1905, 
Number enrolled oyer 15 years of age, Sept., 1902, 


4 “ 15 oe 1 903, 

“doing high school work > EGBTe 

tr te ee ct fone 

ine we oe ae 1903, 
Average membership Sept., 1902, to June, 1903, 

“attendance 2 zhi 2 


Per cent. of daily attendance, 
Number of visits by superintendent, 
Number of visits by school committee 
Number of visits by others. 
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HIGH ScHaoL. 
' By regrading the schools to a system of eight grades 
below the high school, we have established a four-year high 
school course without increasing the number of teachers. At 
_ the same time, the state pays $300 towards the salary of one 
_ teacher, the town thus becoming a financial gainer to that 
~ amount. 
; This plan of eight grades has been adopted in many 
towns where there are large high schools, and has some strong 
arguinents in its favor. In a town like ours with a small 
high school, it is certainly the best plan. 

Attention is called to the statistics showing nine pupils 
doing high school work in September, 1901, fourteen in Sep- 
tember, 1902, and forty-one in September, 1903. Some of 
this increase may be attributed to the change in grading, but 
ifwe look further we notice that in September, 1903, there 
were twenty-seven in our schools over fifteen years of age, 
while in September, 1902, there were but seventeen of that 
age. Is it not safe to suppose this last, due to an increased 

educational interest on the part of parents and children ? 
THE GRADE SCHOOLS. 

‘The fact that our lower grade roomsare at times crowded 
is not altogether an evil, as it gives us a chance to keep 
many children from entering school until they are six or 
nearly six years of age. This is in line with the opinions of 
_ the best educators as the better age. Children entering with 
the more mature minds of six years usually succeed in doing 
the work of the first grade in one year or less, while a large 
proportion of five-year olds need two years, especially if they 
have not had the advantage of kindergarten training. This 
we are unable to give. 

I strongly advise that new classes be admitted only once 
a year, in the fall, believing that by so'doing, our pupils 
will do the work of the grades and reach the high school in 
much better condition. 

We are also making use of another plan for promotions 
which is favored by our system of having two grades in one 
room. 
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MUSIC. 


Tt is a matter of regret that we do not have a special 
teacher of music and of drawing. ‘The reeular teachers have 
heen encouraged to do as much as possible along these 
lines. We have some music readers but need more. Good 
use Is made of those we have and a decided improvement is 
noticeable. 

There are many good voices among the children. If 
these are cultivated early, considerable musical ability may be , 
developed, a taste for the best music implanted, and the life 
of the child permanently enriched. It is a mistaken idea to 
suppose that not all children can learn to sing. Very few 
persons are éo7 musically dumb. ‘The importance of the 
first years of work in music cannot be ov timated, as ex- 
perience is proving that in these early years, in music as in 
other studies, the foundation for good work later on, must be 


laid. 


BOOKS. 


At the close of the year in June, 1903, many of the text- 
hooks were so badly worn that thei 
out of the question. To make the expense as small as pos 
sible, those in good condition were concentrated in some one 
room, and new books were purchased to snpply deficiencies. 
Forexample, good copies of the Natural Geography were re- 
tained for grades five, seven and eight, wiile the worthless 
copies were exchanged for new Tarr & McMurry Geography 
for grades four and six. It will be necessary to replace the 
remaining old books with new ones next September, 

Dunton & Kelley Language Books Grammar were 
placed throughout the EVice school, and in grades three and 
four of the Adams school. ‘This is a fine series, and the ex- 
change is to be completed next year in the other grades of the 
Adams school. 

Prince’s Arithmetic by Grades was exchanged for 
Nichols’ Graded Lessons, and by so doing a clean arithmetic 
has been placed in the hands of each pupil at the cost of 
fifteen cents each, 
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For your co-operation, I express my hearty thanks. 
Many have helped by kind words and good counsel, and 
to these I am very grateful. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. J. West, 
Superintendent of Schools. 


GRADUATION EXERCISES 
OF ‘THE 
ADAMS GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 
JUNE I9QTH, 1903. 


“ To be rather than to seem.”” 


PROGRAM. 


Chorus, ‘‘ June,” . School 
Prayer, Rey. A. H. Wheelock 
Address of Welcome, Harry D. Peck 


Recitation, ‘The Sermon of St. Francis,’’ Mary McDonough 
Composition, ** Story of Merchant of Venice,’’? Laura Smith 
“MERCHANT OF VENICE,” 

Act IV., Scene r. 

Oral E-xpressiou— 
Portia—Vlsie Holland. 
Nerrissa—¥lorence Shepardson. 
Duke—Carleton Howe. 
Shylock—Frank Hoff. 
Antonio—Rudolph King.* 
Bassanio—Roy Clark. 
Gratiano—¥ rank McDonough. 
Salerio—George Thrasher. 
Song, ‘‘ The Old School Bell,’ Members oftfe’th Grade 


Recitation, ‘‘ In School Days.” Anna LaCroix 
Composition, Class History, Elizabeth Dean ~ 
Recitation, ‘‘ The Legend Beautiful,”’ Lena Caldwell 


Violin Solo, ‘‘ Petit Menuet,” Howard Payson 


ae 

Berta Marsha 
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